312       FROM PRIVATE TO FIELD-MARSHAL
battle of Ypres, which commenced on the 3ist of July and did not terminate until the first week in November. This battle, better known as Passchendaele, was fought for the most part under atrocious conditions of weather ; impassable mud and unfordable craters covered the whole German front; and no praise could do justice to the sufferings and achievements of the British soldier in this long and terrible struggle. Further to the south we attacked the enemy at Cambrai on the 20th of November, the fighting here being continued until the 7th of December. This action brought the operations on the West Front to a close for the year.
Meanwhile, in the last week of October, the 2nd Italian Army, demoralised by insidious propaganda, had been heavily defeated at Caporetto by the Austrians (reinforced for the first time by some German divisions), and this led to a general retreat to the line of the Piave. The battle commenced on Wednesday the 24th of October, and about two days later, when we first became aware of the extent of the disaster, General Foch and I agreed, with the approval of our Governments, to reinforce the Italians with five divisions each from the West Front. During my visit to Italy the previous March I had discussed with General Cadorna the question of sending troops to his assistance in case of need, and subsequently, working in conjunction with the French and Italian staffs, detailed arrangements were made by my staff for the transport of the reinforcing troops by rail and, as far as possible, for their dispositions and employment on arrival. Consequently no delay was incurred when the need for these troops arose.
The reports we received from Italy regarding the number ' of German divisions present were of an alarming kind, the number given varying between fifteen and thirty. Judging from our own sources of intelligence, and bearing in mind the strain imposed upon the enemy by our offensive in Flanders, it was impossible to believe that more than seven or eight divisions had been sent. This proved to be correct, and the only two divisions that had been taken from the West Front were at once replaced by two others from the Russian front.ans with a comparatively free hand.
